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Activity: Introducing and Focusing the Study & Collecting Data 
 

 

Groups (Very) General Topic # Group Members Qualitative 
Approach 

1 Consequences of 
ecosystem changes for 
human well-being in 
Niagara (county? region? 
US/Canada?) 

1 Barbara Surace Case Study 

2 Nick Gilewski Ethnography 

3 Cori Thurman Grounded Theory 

4 Kanasha Blue Phenomenology 

5 Brian Bray Narrative 

6 Ola Adelakun Narrative 

2 Envisioning the future of 
hospitality services in 
Niagara (county? region? 
US/Canada?). 

1 Unique Outlaw Case Study 

2 Caressa Guerrero Ethnography 

3 Kevin Barrett Grounded Theory 

4 Hui Cao Phenomenology 

5 Clement Kwakye Narrative 

3 Social justice and power in 
organizations in Niagara 
(county? region? 
US/Canada?) 

1 Lisa Condino Case Study 

2 Debbie McCleary Ethnography 

3 Ivan Aguilera Grounded Theory 

4 Amada Recio Phenomenology 

5 Shaun Smith Phenomenology 

6 Darci Novak Narrative 

 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
General Topic: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qualitative Approach: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Nick E. Gilewski     

Ethnography

The ongoing desparity between the Native Americans & New York State
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1. Qualitative Research Problem Statement (need of the study—this can come from personal 
experience, job-related problem, research agenda or existing body of literature) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Purpose Statement (major objective or intent; “road map” to the study) 
 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. Research questions (open-ended, evolving and nondirectional)  

 (exploratory / explanatory / descriptive / emancipatory—social action) 
 
Start with: What…..?  How….? 
 

a. Overarching research question  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Using a qualitative ethnographic research approach I plan to identify specific discrepancies
 
 in order to rebuild the relationship between New York State and the Seneca Nation Indians.
 
As a researcher I will temporarily reside on the Seneca Nation Reservation providing me an
 
epistemological perspective.

As a resident of the Seneca Nation Reservation it will allow me to subjectively 
 
submerse myself into the community.  Actively being involved in the community
 
will allow me to identify what specific desparities exit and how I can help to rebuild them.

Identify the ongoing  desparities between New York and the Seneca Nation Indians.  As far
 
 back as I can remember there has always been animosities, discrepancies, and problems 
 
between the Seneca Nation Indians and the New York State Government.
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b. Subquestions (related to topics, issues, procedures) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4. Data Collection 

 
 

a. Identifying site and/or individual(s) 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

What originally caused the desparities between New York State and the Seneca
 
Nation Indians?  Have the problems grown between New York State and the Seneca
 
Nation Indians or are the problems declining?  Have the Seneca casinos fortified or
 
or harmed the relationship between New York State and the Seneca Nation Indians?
 
Are cigarrettes and gas a stigma or are  there real underlying issues with respect to 
 
taxes not being paid to New York State?  What can be done to build the 
 
relationship between New York State and the Seneca Nation Indians?  Lastly,
 
can this research can help improve relationships between New York State and the 
 
Seneca Nation Indians?
 

The data collection will be targeted towards both men and women, young and old.
 
An emphasis will focused on contacting business owners, the casino, and politicians.
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b. Determining how to gain access and make rapport (e.g., IRB approval, gatekeeper, 
reciprocity, etc.) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

First, I will submit my qualitative research topic to the IRB for approval.
 
Currenty, there is an open appartment above Smoking Joes, where I intend on living
 
for 6 months.  Living above Smoking Joes will allow me to converse with Joe himself.
 
Joe will be a conduit to answering  the majority of my questions.  If Joe doesn't
 
have the answers I am confident that I can become acquaintances within his group
 
of people, which will provide me with all the answers.
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c. Sampling (purposeful vs. probability) (sampling actors, settings, events, artifacts) 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The typology of sampling strategies for my qualitative inquiry will be done based on
 
stratified purposeful interviews.  If needed, political interviews will be done in order
 
to leverage the outcome to build the relationship between New York State and the
 
Senca Nation Indians.
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d. Collecting data (interviews, observations, documents, audiovisual materials, digital 
archives, Internet, tests, surveys, etc.) (synchronous vs asynchronous) 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

If give the opportunity, the preferance on conducting interviews would be done via
 
audio video.  However, most people may be reluctant to conduct an interview with
 
a video camera recording; therefore, the next alternative would be an audio recording
 
of the interview.  In addition to interviews, several observations will made and documented
 
supporting homogenous perspectives and claims.  All document, videos and audio
 
will be saved and accesed on a Google drive.
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e. Recording data (e.g., protocols, fieldnotes, mapping, photographing, sound recording, 

etc.) Distinguish between observed facts and researcher opinion/reflections. 

                      
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

f. Field Issues (e.g., building trust and credibility for purposes of entry and access; potential 
ethical issues; making sure that researcher does not force, interrupt, suppress or oppress 
subjects) 

All observations, interviews and data collected will be accurate and verified.  All 
 
interviews will be conducted in a controlled environment involving the interviewer,
 
and interviewee.  The interview will involve no more than 3 people, because in order
 
to get members of the community to divulge information they are more likely to do so
 
in a small group and or alone.  The interview questions will be open ended such that
 
it will require the interviewee to take an active part in the question, thereby intuatively
 
and unknowingly come up with a solution.  The interview questions will be rich with
 
data, statistics and facts in hopes to provide a persuasive constructive answer.
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
g. Storing data 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

All data will be uploaded and stored on a Google drive, which is analogous to the cloud.
 
All documents will be done with Microsoft Word and speadsheets done with Excel.
 
Digital and audio recording will be raw, but may have some minor edits to improve
the quality.

All reserach will be done ethically and integrity based.  All data collected will be 
 
factual and will not be altered in order to change the outcome.  All participants will
 
have the opportunity to quit the interview at anytime; however, it is not encouraged.
 
The interviewer, myself, will use tact and consideration while conducting the interview
 
keeping within confortable bounds for the interviewee.  Pushing the interviewee to 
 
answer questions that are uncomfortable with may end the interview immediately causing
the interviewer to go home empty handed.  Random surveys will be conducted for
 
casino goers, and cigarattee/gas purchaser.  To incentivise the community members
 
a gift card will be given to each person for participating.


